Acharya Dinesh Chandra Joshi

Born on April 11, 1926, in the Himalayan
village of Matela, Nainital, Uttarakhand, Acharya
Dinesh Chandra Joshi was a legendary Sanskrit
scholar and illumined spiritual master. Raised in
a Brahmin family, he was the son of the eminent
Vedic scholar Acharya Premballabh Joshi and
Smt. Revati Joshi. His early education was a “living
university” conducted within the sanctified
atmosphere of his home under the guidance of his
father and grandfather. Through lifelong tapasya,
he mastered the Shukla Yajurveda and Advaita
Vedanta, studying at India’s foremost centers of
learning, the sacred Sapta Puris.

Acharya Ji viewed Sanskrit not as a relic, but as
a luminous bridge connecting India’s civilizational
consciousness (chiti) with ethical statecraft (niti).
For decades, he traveled barefoot across India
and Nepal, disseminating the liberating vision
of Adi Shankaracharya. His expansive ministry
naturally embraced environmental protection, the
sanctity of mountain landscapes, and the dignity
of the Sanskrit language. His tireless advocacy
reached a historic milestone in 2010 when Sanskrit
was declared the second official language of
Uttarakhand.

In the 1990s, he established the Bhagavati
Temple and Meditation Centre in Matela, which
remains a vibrant pilgrimage site for seekers today.
On Sanskrit Day in 2010, inspired by Rigvedic
injunctions, he founded SWASTIVACHANAM. This
initiative championed his fivefold vision—Sanskrit
Journalism, Ayurveda, Yoga, Vastu Shastra, and

Indology—which he described as the Pancha
Mahaprasthanas, or five sacred pilgrimages
guiding society toward wholeness and awakening.

Known affectionately as “Acharya Ji" or
“Pandit Ji,” he was a living bridge between vidya
(knowledge) and seva (service). His daily life was
a meditation in motion, centered on Gayatri japa
and Panchayatana puja. His profound impact on
India’s cultural soul is reflected in the works of
numerous Sahitya Akademi award-winning poets
who celebrated his radiant presence.

On March 18, 2018, during the sacred occasion
of Chaitra Navaratri, Acharya Dinesh Chandra Joshi
withdrew from the mortal plane in a state of serene
fulfillment. His transition into Mahasamadhi was
a conscious homecoming—a final dissolution of
the jiva into Brahman, where all speech resolved
into eternal silence.

The Department of Posts is pleased to release a
Commemorative Postage Stamp on Acharya Dinesh
Chandra Joshi.
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